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April 11, 2001
Robert T. Farley, Chair

Schenectady County Legislature

7 Glenwood Drive

Scotia, NY 12302

Dear Mr. Farley,

I am pleased to tell you of our group, Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway.  At the end of last year, with the support of Jeff Edwards, we started forming this new trail group.  At this time, we have over thirty people signed up on an e-mail list, meet at ECOS the 3rd Wednesday of the month, and plan to “go public” with the group on National Trails Day ’01 (June 2, 2001).  We invite you to join us to participate in National Trails Day. 

I’m writing to you today regarding Boston & Maine train cars blocking the access to the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway in Rotterdam Junction from Scrafford Lane.  This blockage is harmful to the recreation and economic development in Schenectady County.  

In the middle of July, Cycling the Erie Canal Bicycle tour, with over two hundred (200) cyclists, will be using this route.  This is a New York Parks & Conservation Association (NYPCA) event and is sponsored by NYS Canal Corporation, Niagara Mohawk, and Verizon.   As the coordinator for day 8, I am very interested in seeing access to the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway kept open.

We have already written letters regarding safety issues and the problem with having trains blocking access to the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway in Rotterdam Jct.  Regarding the train problem, I enclosed our letter to David Fink at Guildford Rail System.  Paul Tonko sent a supporting letter.  David Fink has told me they are still researching the legal status of Scrafford Lane intersection with their train tracks.  They want to believe the only legal users would be via a Deeded right-of-way granted to Richard Tauzel, yet trail users have been crossing the tracks since 1977!

Ideally, Schenectady County would like to see a tunnel installed under the train tracks, but who would pay?

With all of the news about Governor Pataki naming the Canalway trail as a Heritage Corridor, I would think that Guildford Rail System would be more interested in cooperating with Schenectady County.  

Would you look into this situation and assist with resolving the problem?

Thank you,

Howard B. Halstead




Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway

Encloses:
Announcement for the Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway



Copies of letters regarding Scrafford Lane in Rotterdam Junction



Cycling the Erie Canal tour

The mission of the Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway is to develop through public education and stewardship the historical, recreational, and economic opportunities of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway.

