June 27, 2002

Mr. John Paolino, Supervisor Town of Rotterdam

Subject:
2002 New York Parks and Conservation Association (NYPCA)



Cycling the Erie Canal July 7-14.



Access to Scraford Lane Rail Crossing to Bike Path..

Dear Sir: 
As a member of the steering Committee for the Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail I am taking this opportunity to keep you informed relative to the on-going dispute with Guildford Rail and access to the Bike Path across their tracks at Scraford Lane.  Over the past two years it has been common knowledge that Guildford Rail has closed access to the trail across their tracks.  A number of meetings (too many to list) have taken place with various groups in an attempt to resolve this issue.  


The situation seemed to stabilize around Guildford Rail’s agreement to cooperate with New York State agencies when funding was available to put a tunnel under the Guildford tracks in order to connect with a westward extension of the Bike-Hike Path.  Although users of the path were not happy and communication was strained, New York Parks was able to secure a one-day permit to use the crossing during the 2001 “Cycling the Erie Canal”. Over 175 cyclists crossed the tracks on July 14 last year with the assistance of the Friends and Guildford Rail’s security officers.


This year the ”Cycling the Erie Canal” program will be arriving in the Schenectady County area on July 13th and we expect over 300 riders if the weather cooperates. Howard Halstead (Chairperson of the Friends) has learned that New York Parks Association has not been able to get a permit for this years ride due to the on-going litigation brought by the Town of Rotterdam against Guildford Rail relative to the blocking of the crossing.


David-Inman Adler (Canal Trail Partnership Chairman) contacted David Fink of Guildford Rail  in this regard and David was told that the company did not want to issue a permit due to the legal situation.  


I would like to discuss the situation with you and the Town Lawyer to see if there is a way the Town of Rotterdam could influence Guildford Rail to issue the permit in such a way as to not prejudice their position in the legal action.  The One-Day access to the Bike Path would relieve cycle traffic along the section of RT 5S in Rotterdam Junction and make for a safer passage for these cyclists.  


Should this approach to Guildford Rail not be productive we would 


appreciate some Police coverage for the ride along route 5S in the Town of Rotterdam during the period of highest cyclist traffic flow. 

The Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail appreciate this opportunity to present this information and request you involvement to resolve the permit situation.  I will be contacting your office in the coming week.   In the meantime if you wish to contact me, I can be reached at 374-9399.  

Thank you, 

Fred Thompson

Member, Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail.

