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March 22, 2001
Candace Stazio

TrustCo Bank

192 Erie Blvd

Schenectady, NY 12305

Dear Candace,
I am writing you on behalf of the Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway to request support of our National Trails Day (NTD) event.  The Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway has recently formed in order to develop through public education and stewardship the historical, recreational, and economic opportunities of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway, one section of the Canalway Trail.  The New York Parks and Conservation Association (NYPCA) supports our mission and has assisted with the organization of our “Friends” group.  

In the past few years, I have co-organized a NTD event for the Schenectady Chapter, Adirondack Mountain Club with Stan Stoklosa.  Attached is a copy of last year’s press release.  This year, we have joined together with the Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway as well as The Environmental Clearinghouse of Schenectady (ECOS).  

We would be promoting our event throughout Schenectady, Albany, and Montgomery counties.  In addition to traditional news media, we would be included in the newsletters for The Schenectady Chapter ADK and ECOS.

This year, we respectfully request TrustCo Bank to consider supporting our National Trails Day event.   We are requesting funds and/or in-kind donations for this event such as T-shirts, water bottle, etc.  For example, If ordered before April 27, we could purchase National Trails Day T-shirts from the American Hiking Society for a cost of $5.50/each with a minimum order of 36 (with shipping & tax approx. $240).  In addition, we would appreciate funds for publishing and mailing approximately 500 membership brochures to join the Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway (approx. $250).  Our event would be more successful with your help.   We would be happy to work with TrustCo’s staff to organize events that would work well for all of us. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Regards,

Howard B. Halstead




Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway

Enclosures:
NTD ’00 Press Release



Announcement for the Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway

The mission of the Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway is to develop through public education and stewardship the historical, recreational, and economic opportunities of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway.
WHAT IS NATIONAL TRAILS DAY? 
Every first Saturday in June, over one million hikers, bikers, equestrians, and motorized trail users flock to their favorite trails to discover, learn about and celebrate trails at National Trails Day. At over 3,000 events nationwide, National Trails day — the only national celebration of America's trails — hosts a variety of events including new trail dedications, workshops, educational exhibits, equestrian and mountain bike rides, boat paddling, rollerblading, trail maintenance and hikes on America's favorite trails.

WHY CELEBRATE TRAILS? 
America's hundreds of thousands of trail miles take us to exquisite forests, delicate alpine meadows, majestic desert monuments and rumbling river valleys. Trails take us to work and school. They take us to good health and peace of mind. Trails take us to backcountry wild places and bring us to quiet places in our hearts. Trails give us fresh air, get our hearts pumping, and get us away from it all. 

The President's Commission on Americans Outdoors reports that 155 million people walk for pleasure, 93 million people bicycle, and 50 million people hike on trails. Ten million people ride horses on trails, five million backpack and 11 million ski on trails. Trails allow access to the natural world for study, photography, hunting, fishing, camping, relaxing or solitude. Trails also provide routes to work, school, the grocery or wherever else our daily lives take us, without the expense and environmental damage of automotive transportation. 

WHAT ARE THE GOALS OF NATIONAL TRAILS DAY? 
1. Promote public awareness of and appreciation for America's trails. 

2. Build partnerships among trail groups, businesses, and public land managers. 

3. Broaden the constituency for trails. 

4. Encourage cooperative efforts among different trail users, including hikers, bicyclists, equestrians, walkers, runners and anyone else who enjoys being on the trail. 

WHY CELEBRATE NATIONAL TRAILS DAY?
National Trails Day is the only national trail celebration. At events in every state, Trails Day brings together everyone who enjoys trails. They come for the hikes, the rides, and the rollerblading. They participate in educational exhibits, trail dedications, gear demonstrations, instructional workshops and trail work projects. On National Trails Day, it doesn't matter how you celebrate the trail, just that you do!

HOW SUCCESSFUL IS NATIONAL TRAILS DAY?
Since 1993, National Trails Day has grown to nearly a million participants at 2,000 events nationwide. All 50 states have participated in events, as well as the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Virgin Islands. National Trails Day is now a permanent fixture on the calendars of trail clubs, outdoor businesses and government agencies.

The American Hiking Society web site is:

    http://www.americanhiking.org/events/ntd/index.html
