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May 29, 2001

Subject:  Concern about Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway bridge over Balltown Road (Route 146)

Dear Sirs and Madams,

The Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Canalway Trail would like to share our concern for the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway bridge over Balltown Road (Route 146).  We understand that Balltown Road is scheduled to be widened to four (4) lanes as well as a new bridge over the Mohawk River.  Based on the planned roadwork, we understand that the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway bridge may need to be removed.  We do not want the bikeway route to cross Balltown Road at-grade.  That would be too dangerous and decrease the overall value of the bikeway.

We would be pleased to consider any not at-grade trail route crossing Balltown Road.  Two suggestions:

· Replace or maintain the bridge over Balltown Road as part of the roadwork.  If a new bridge is required, then consider building a bridge that could either be a Union College “Wimple” bridge or one that resembles that style.  

· Re-route the trail under Balltown Road along the Mohawk River using the new bridge over the Mohawk River. For local example done well, review the trail route under the bridge over the Mohawk River built for Exit 26 of the Thruway.   This route could follow a more scenic route along the Mohawk River west toward the City of Schenectady along parts of the old Erie Canal and avoid the dangerous intersection with Aqueduct Road.

We would prefer a quality route under Balltown Road that would improve the trail and assist with revitalizing the Mohawk River front.  This route could highlight historic landmarks, such as where the Erie Canal crossed the Mohawk River on the aqueduct and along the old Erie Canal route in Aqueduct Park.  
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Throughout the warmer months of the school year, crew teams and their families heavily use this area with children.   Routing the trail under Balltown Road would provide a safe and easy crossing from the parking area to the event.  In addition, spectators would be able to view the events from along the trails edge, which is safer than the current Rexford bridge!  

Ideally, the new trail could continue along the Mohawk River to the City of Schenectady, but we understand a water treatment plant may prevent it.  The map to right shows a solid green line with our suggested route.

Thank you for your consideration of our suggestions.  Please contact us with any questions, comments or concerns.

Howard B. Halstead

Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Canalway Trail
The mission of the Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Canalway Trail is to develop through public education

 and stewardship the historical, recreational, and economic opportunities of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway.
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