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September 8, 2000

Dear Steve,

First, and foremost, I want to thank you for your stewardship of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway in Schenectady County.  As you know, I’m a strong supporter of bike-hike trails and this trail in particular.

That being said, I would like to see permanent signage installed along the entire Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway.  While volunteering with the New York Parks and Conservation Association (NYPCA) to coordinate 200+ bicyclists through the area, I better understood how hard it is for the riders to find the trail.  I would like the trails users can get from one end to the other end without getting lost along the way.  In some areas, such as Cohoes, there are many of the blue bike route signs, but they do not help the user get from one segment of the trail to the next segment.

I think it would be great to have unique signage (not just bikeway) directing users along the entire route of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway.  The signs would clearly mark a single route in each direction showing users how to get from the end of one trail segment to the start of the next trail segment.
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Should these signs be the brown colored “Canalway” signs?  

http://www.canals.state.ny.us/trail
Should they contain the Millennium logo, since the bikeway has been selected as an official Community Millennium Trail?

http://www.millenniumtrails.org
Should we have a unique sign for the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway with both logos?

Or, a special logo created for the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway?

Can we include the trail name, Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway, on all the signs?

Howard B. Halstead
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While doing some research about the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway on the Internet, I found a press release dated February 3, 2000 at the addresses of:

http://www.state.ny.us/governor/press/year00/feb03_4_00.htm
This press release listed the following entry:

	PALISADES 
	Schenectady County Soil & Water 
	Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail Lock
	$18,040


Approximately 100 linear feet of the Mohawk-Hudson Bike-Hike Trail will be reconstructed where it crosses the parking lot for Lock 8 of the State Barge Canal, improving the safety and appearance of this linkage. An additional 150 linear feet of trail east of the lock will be excavated and realigned away from the riverbank due to erosion. The proposal also includes the installation of a directional/informational kiosk in the vicinity of the parking lot, rehabilitation of an abandoned river overlook platform, and installation of interpretive signage near old Erie Canal lock 23, which is being rehabilitated as a historic educational exhibit.
Do you know if this money was spent and how?  

I have not noticed a new kiosk, was that related to Joe Ryan’s project a couple of years ago?

I would love to see some interpretive signage near old Erie Canal lock 23, is that planned?

Also, I understood from Kevin McLoughlin that the Hudson River Valley Greenway is working on getting a grant for community signage related to some or all of the bikeway.

Do you know about the plans what signage the Hudson River Valley Greenway is planning?

Can we coordinate all the signage for the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway so that it is consistent from Albany to Rotterdam Junction?

Thank you,

Howard B. Halstead

Cc: Richard White-Smith (NYPCA)


Kevin Mcloughlin (Hudson River Valley Greenway)

