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May 31, 2001

American Greenways
The Conservation Fund
1800 North Kent Street, Suite 1120
Arlington, Virginia 22209


Dear Sirs and Madams,

I am writing on behalf of the Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway to express our support for the Grant Application submitted by the Environmental Clearinghouse of Schenectady (ECOS).  ECOS is requesting a grant for an engineering study to find a way to keep the path clear, let water drain properly, and yet find a low maintenance construction method so the Village of Scotia may maintain the underpass in the future.  The grant will address an area on our local bike-hike trail that desperately requires attention.

The Village of Scotia is actively participating in the Mohawk Riverfront Revitalization Committee.  The Committee coordinates the planning between communities to maximize the economic, historic, and cultural opportunities in Schenectady County.    The plans includes several parks, historic sites, our riverfront along the Mohawk, various events held throughout the year, and of course, our local bike-hike path. 

The Village has a very difficult time maintaining one part of the path.  At one point the path goes under an active railway through an underpass.  As one of the lower points on the path, it's often filled with water and rains wash silt and dirt on the path.  Because of the mud and puddles people avoid using the path as much as I'd like.  Unfortunately, the rail bed is elevated about 25 feet above the surrounding area and the underpass is the only place the bike-hike path may cross as shown in the above picture.

If awarded this grant, this engineering work will create a plan by which the bike-hike trail would be made more usable for all to enjoy.  These drawings would show what changes must be made to raise the trail out of the water and mud so that the water would not collect under the bridge.

This is a very worthwhile grant application, which will benefit the community.  We strongly believe that ECOS should be awarded this grant.  If you have any questions, please contact me.  Thank you for your consideration.

Howard B. Halstead

Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Canalway Trail

The mission of the Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Canalway Trail is to develop through public education

 and stewardship the historical, recreational, and economic opportunities of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway.




