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New trail group – Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway
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A new trail group, Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway, has been formed to develop through public education and stewardship the historical, recreational, and economic opportunities of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway.  The Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway is a multi-use trail located long the Hudson and Mohawk Rivers in Albany and Schenectady County that is part of the statewide 524 mile Canalway Trail.  

Our group is seeking volunteers to assist us with our mission.  We understand what a valuable resource this trail is to our community.  We will be involved in activities that will focus on the long-term success of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway and related trails.  This includes the completion of additional sections such as having the trail continue from Rotterdam Junction to Amsterdam through Montgomery County so that the trail would extend to the Schoharie Crossing.
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Some planned activities include:

· Promote the use of the trail for recreation and historic benefits.

· Assist with planning any trail changes including connections.

· Support trail activities, such as Cycling the Erie Canal tour sponsored by New York Parks and Conservation Association (NYPCA) and Mohawk Hudson River Marathon sponsored by the Hudson Mohawk Road Runners (HMRR).

· Monitor trails condition and availability.

· Work with local communities and landowners to understand the benefit of the trail.

Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway along the Mohawk

River near Barge Canal Lock 8

The Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway will be operating in partnership with NYPCA.  NYPCA is actively involved in seeing the completion of the 524-mile Canalway Trail by helping communities to complete gaps in the trail, and working to develop an overall management approach for the completed trail.  NYPCA is also working to promote the trail as a focus for local and regional economic development.  NYPCA, a non-profit citizens organization with 2500 members statewide, works as an advocate for parks and a catalyst for new kinds of parks such as greenways, rail and canal trails, and heritage corridors.

We are pleased to announce that the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway has been selected as an official Community Millennium Trail.  Millennium Trails is a partnership among the White House Millennium Council, the Department of Transportation, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, the National Endowment for the Arts and other public agencies and private organizations.  The goal of Millennium trails is the creation of a nationwide network of trails that protect the natural environment, interpret history and culture, and enhance alternative transportation, recreation and tourism.  For more details, see: http://www.millenniumtrails.org.

Please help support our group.  For more information, visit http://www.geocities.com/mhbway and join our e-mail list.  Or, you can contact Howard Halstead at halstead@ieee.org.

The mission of the Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway is to develop through public education and stewardship the historical, recreational, and economic opportunities of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway.

