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February 19, 2001
Eleanor Brown

1479 Dean Street

Schenectady, NY 12309

(518) 377-2926

Dear Eleanor,

I thought you would be pleased to know about the formation of the group Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway.  At the end of last year, with the support of Jeff Edwards, we started forming this new trail group.  At this time, we have a couple dozen people signed up on an e-mail list, meet at ECOS the 3rd Wednesday of the month, and plan to “go public” with the group on National Trails Day ’01 (June 2, 2001).  Today, the some of the key players are:

· Howard Halstead, acting chair – manage website, lead meetings, etc.

· Jeff Edwards – works at Schenectady County development

· Jim Murphy – assists in many ways that include use of his many contacts

· Pat Rush – represents Hudson Mohawk Road Runner (HMRR) and our membership coordinator

· David-Iman Adler – our link to New York Parks and Conservation Association (NYPCA)

· Steven Marsh – developing a “Guide to the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway” to promote use of the trail

· Fred Thompson – our representative on the Schenectady Bike Path Task Force steering committee

Would you be willing to be a “charter” member or show support in some other way?

We have already written letters regarding safety issues and the problem with having trains blocking access to the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway in Rotterdam Jct.  Regarding the train problem, I enclosed our letter to David Fink at Guildford Rail System.  Paul Tonko sent a supporting letter.  David Fink has told me they are still researching the legal status of Scrafford Lane intersection with their train tracks.  They want to believe the only legal users would be via a Deeded right-of-way granted to Richard Tauzel, yet trail users have been crossing the tracks since 1977!

Ideally, Schenectady County would like to see a tunnel installed under the train tracks, but who would pay?

With all of the news about CSX wanting Governor Pataki to reduce taxes on rail lines along with the Governor naming the Canalway trail as a Heritage Corridor, might we be able to get the Governor’s office to contact Guildford Rail?   What about someone on the heritage corridor commission?  Any other ideas?

Thank you,

Howard B. Halstead




Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway

The mission of the Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway is to develop through public education and stewardship the historical, recreational, and economic opportunities of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway.

