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February 28, 2001
Bernadette Castro, Commissioner

NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation

Empire State Plaza, Agency Building #1

Albany, New York 12238

Dear Commissioner Castro:

I am writing on behalf of the Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway to express our support for Albany County's grant application for the 2001 round of the Recreational Trails Program of the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21).

Albany County is responsible for the maintenance of two sections of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway, from the City of Albany north through the Village of Menands to the City of Watervliet; and from Alexander Street in Cohoes north to the Town of Colonie.

If awarded this grant, Albany County would make significant improvements to the trailheads in Watervliet and Cohoes and several more improvements to sections of the trail.  These improvements would include development of fishing access, car-top boat launch, landscaping and screening, benches, interpretative signs, better handicap accessibility, and improved parking facilities.  Some of the work would be completed with the assistance of the Albany County Youth Bureau and the Cornell Cooperative Extension.

This is a very worthwhile grant application, which will benefit all of the communities in the area, including our own.  We strongly believe that Albany County should be awarded this grant.  If you have any questions, please contact me.  Thank you for your consideration.

Regards,

Howard B. Halstead

Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway

cc:
Margaret Della Rocco


Albany County Department of Public Works


449 New Salem Road


Voorheesville, NY 12186-4826


FAX: 765 - 2702

The mission of the Friends of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway is to develop through public education and stewardship the historical, recreational, and economic opportunities of the Mohawk-Hudson Bikeway.

